
LR ]noJanuary 12 , 1 9 78

am fortunate in one way because I do have a place where
can take my family to,but I think that lf' the families
want to enJoy living with .heir children and poinp out to
the outdoors, they should be given the opoortunltv that
some of' us have to raise our children away from the busv
city l i f e . .he way lt stands now there are people that
travel several miles outside the State of' Mebraska to
enJoy the things that I enJoy close to Omaha. I visited
Branched Oak, Lake McConaughV, Port Robinson. he heautv
of the land, the beauty of' the lakes ls there hut we
need th . .acllitles. We need restrooms. We need host
ramps. .he entry fee will not do lt. There ls a lot o "
money that, is to be needed. The chances are prettv slin
that we are poing to receive any general f'und aporonria­
tions of a sufficient amount to do the Job that RORnA called
for and like I say it will take a lot lonper than the
plan would have done with the pop tax. It mav take ten
years. All agencies now ahead of the commission, and the
co. .isslon ls 14th on the list, are very worthwhile ln
expenditures but they only serve a limited segment oe
society. Games and Parks, on the other hand, serves all
.'febraskans, young and old, and low and humph income. I
urge the members of this bodv to vote for and aoorove
Senator Mills' amendment.

SEMATOR SAUAGE: The Chair recopnlzes Senator Reutzel.

SE:fATOR REUTZEL: Mr. President, members of the borlv, last

year when 109 originally came up, even those who onoosed the
bill, Senator Bereuter, and I think Senator Burrows, and
others, said that there was a need for some kind oe fundinp
for the parks. We have a situation, as has been explained
by Senator Mills and Senator Labedz, we have increased
usage. This bill, LR 109, with Senator Mills' amenements
ls a vehicle to provide that money. Last vear the obdectlon
was whv tax pop, why tax the kids. here were a lot o"
arpuments. All we are doing ls earmarking one cent out
of the nickel for the Game and Parks so that we can nrovi~e
the facllltles that even the ooponents last vear to the
bill said that we needed. Senator wills has a "lne amendmennt
here. The bill has pone from roughlv f'lve million dollars,
which we would have collected on the oop tax, down to less
than two nd.llion. The MORDA plan and the areas which we
are going to work on and approve is poinp to have to be
strung out over a longer period of time. There are
enough safeguards built into this. I think lt ls a verr
workable bill. We need this amendment. We neer' the bill
and I would urge that you vote favorably or the wills
a mendment. h an k you .

SE."GATOR SAVAGE: The Chair recopnlzes Senator =rank Lewis.

SEWATOR P. LEWIS: Nr. President, I rise to sunpo.t .he
Mills amendment and I rise for a couple of' reasons that
think that all of' you know that we talked about the comnre­
henslve state park plan last time and the onlv issue
was not whether we needed lt or not. I did not hear one
person stand on the floor to sav that we did not need to
do somethlnp ln terms of upkeep and maintenance and updatfn.=
our parks s y s t e m. .he issue last year seemed to he sf mnl..
centered around those people that were there ln terms ot
the bottles and the pops and those kind ot thinps. I
think most of us have utilized the ciparette tax "und.


